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IOM  LIBYA 

OVERVIEW 

As the seĐuƌitǇ situaioŶ iŶ LiďǇa ĐoŶiŶues to ďe 
ĐhalleŶgiŶg, theƌe is sill a high Ŷuŵďeƌ of ŵigƌaŶts 
tƌapped iŶside LiďǇa, ĐoŶsideƌiŶg that the ďoƌdeƌ 
ďetǁeeŶ LiďǇa aŶd EgǇpt/TuŶisia ƌeŵaiŶed pƌaĐiĐallǇ 
Đlosed to ŵost of theŵ. Without pƌopeƌ tƌaǀel 
doĐuŵeŶts oƌ iŶsuiĐieŶt ŵeaŶs to oƌgaŶize theiƌ 
oŶǁaƌd tƌaǀel ďaĐk to theiƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ of oƌigiŶ, ŵaŶǇ 
Đhoose to head toǁaƌds Euƌope aĐƌoss the 
MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ Sea.  

This is ƌeleĐted iŶ the eǆtƌaoƌdiŶaƌǇ high Ŷuŵďeƌs of 
ŵigƌaŶts aƌƌiǀiŶg at the ItaliaŶ shoƌes ǁith appƌoǆ. 
ϭϳϬ.ϬϬϬ haǀiŶg depaƌted fƌoŵ LiďǇa aŶd aƌƌiǀed iŶ 
ItalǇ duƌiŶg ϮϬϭϰ. MigƌaŶts iŶ suĐh desitute 
ĐoŶdiioŶs, aƌe takiŶg aŶǇ ƌisks iŶ oƌdeƌ to get iŶto aŶǇ 
ǀessel, eǀeŶ if oǀeƌĐƌoǁded aŶd Ŷot seaǁoƌthǇ, iŶ 
oƌdeƌ to leaǀe LiďǇa. Bad ǁeatheƌ ĐoŶdiioŶs, togetheƌ 
ǁith teĐhŶiĐal ďƌeakdoǁŶs of suĐh ďoats, haǀe led to 
aŶ esiŵated Ŷuŵďeƌ of ϯϭϴϳ deaths last Ǉeaƌ.  

This tƌeŶd has also ĐoŶiŶued iŶ the iƌst ŵoŶths of 
ϮϬϭϱ, ǁith aŶ esiŵated Ŷuŵďeƌ ϯϬϬ ŵigƌaŶts haǀiŶg 
peƌished iŶ oŶe siŶgle iŶĐideŶt oŶ ϭϭth FeďƌuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϱ , 
ǁheŶ seǀeƌal ŵigƌaŶt ďoats got iŶto diiĐulies due to 
eǆtƌeŵelǇ ďad ǁeatheƌ ĐoŶdiioŶs iŶ the  
MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ Sea. 
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EǀaĐuaioŶ of ϳϴϴ ŵigraŶts fƌoŵ ϭϴ difeƌeŶt 
ĐouŶtƌies aĐĐoŵplished, ŵost of theŵ eitheƌ ǀia 
TuŶisia oƌ diƌeĐtlǇ out of Tƌipoli. 
  ______________                             
The last ŵoǀeŵeŶt of ϭϯϬ SeŶegalese depaƌted 
ǀia a Đharter light out of TuŶisia. This gƌoup also 
iŶĐluded oŶe ǁoŵeŶ, as ǁell as ϭϯ ŵiŶoƌs, ǁho 
got stƌaŶded iŶside LiďǇa due to the oŶgoiŶg 
ĐoŶliĐt. 
_______________ 

Moƌe thaŶ ϮϲϬϬ faŵilies aŶd ϭ,ϭϬϬ ŵigraŶts 
haǀe ďeŶeited fƌoŵ the distƌiďuioŶ of NFI aŶd 
hǇgieŶe kits iŶ difeƌeŶt paƌts of LiďǇa, iŶĐludiŶg 
those iŶ a Ŷuŵďeƌ of ŵigƌaŶt deteŶioŶ ĐeŶtƌes. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

The last gƌoup of stƌaŶded SeŶegalese, ǁhiĐh iŶĐluded also oŶe ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ϭϯ ŵiŶoƌs, aƌe staƌiŶg 
theiƌ jouƌŶeǇ  to ŵoǀe fƌoŵ Misƌata to the LiďǇaŶ ďoƌdeƌ, iŶ oƌdeƌ to take a  plaŶe ďaĐk to SeŶegal. 
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IOM LiďǇa is ĐoŶiŶuiŶg to distƌiďute HǇgieŶe Kits aŶd otheƌ NFIs to 
displaĐed faŵilies aŶd stƌaŶded ŵigƌaŶts iŶside LiďǇa, as ǁell as to 
assess fuƌtheƌ Ŷeeds. IOM is also ƌespoŶdiŶg to uƌgeŶt Đalls foƌ 
suppoƌt of ŵigƌaŶts iŶ deteŶioŶ ĐeŶtƌes, siŶĐe ƌesouƌĐes ďǇ the 
LiďǇaŶ DiƌeĐtoƌate foƌ CoŵďaiŶg Illegal MigƌaioŶ aƌe alŵost 
depleted.   

IŶ ĐollaďoƌaioŶ aŶd suppoƌt of the IŶteƌŶaioŶal MediĐal Coƌps ;IMCͿ, the distƌiďuioŶ of ϯϭϬ NFI aŶd hǇgieŶe kits 
to ŵigƌaŶts iŶ the Aďu Sleeŵ DeteŶioŶ CeŶtƌe ;DCͿ, folloǁiŶg aŶ uƌgeŶt ƌeƋuest ďǇ the DiƌeĐtoƌate foƌ CoŵďaiŶg 
Illegal MigƌaioŶ ;DCIMͿ, Đaused ďǇ the teŵpoƌaƌǇ Đlosuƌe of the Tǁaisha DC aŶd ƌeloĐaioŶ of the ŵigƌaŶts to Aďu 
Sleeŵ aŶd AlzaǁaǇh DCs. The deĐisioŶ to Đlose Tǁaisha DC, the ďiggest iŶ Tƌipoli, ǁas takeŶ ďǇ DCIM, ďeĐause it’s  
pƌoǆiŵitǇ to aŶ aƌea ǁheƌe aƌŵed ĐoŶliĐts aƌe happeŶiŶg.  

 

 

 

As LiďǇa ĐoŶiŶues to ďe ƌoĐked ďǇ iŶstaďilitǇ aŶd ǀioleŶĐe, IOM LiďǇa has ďeeŶ faĐilitaiŶg eǀaĐuaioŶs aŶd ƌetuƌŶs 
of ǀulŶeƌaďle ŵigƌaŶts fƌoŵ suď-SahaƌaŶ AfƌiĐa. It took ŶeaƌlǇ Ϯϰ houƌs to ďƌiŶg the last of thƌee plaŶeloads of 
SeŶegalese ŵigƌaŶts fƌoŵ LiďǇa oŶ ϭϵ MaƌĐh. But ǁith the aƌƌiǀal of this last gƌoup iŶ Dakaƌ FƌidaǇ ŵoƌŶiŶg, IOM 
Đoŵpleted its ŵissioŶ ďeguŶ oŶ Ϯϳ FeďƌuaƌǇ. The last gƌoup of ϭϯϬ ŵigƌaŶts ďƌiŶgs to ϰϬϭ the total Ŷuŵďeƌ of 
SeŶegalese ŶaioŶals eǀaĐuated fƌoŵ LiďǇa ďǇ IOM iŶ a ĐoŵpliĐated opeƌaioŶ iŶǀolǀiŶg seĐuƌiŶg assistaŶĐe fƌoŵ 
the LiďǇaŶ Red CƌesĐeŶt aŶd LiďǇa’s DiƌeĐtoƌate foƌ CoŵďaiŶg Illegal MigƌaioŶ ;DCIMͿ. Fuƌtheƌ Đlose ĐollaďoƌaioŶ 
ǁas eǆteŶded ďǇ the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of TuŶisia, ǁhiĐh pƌoǀided assistaŶĐe to the IOM teaŵ at the ĐouŶtƌǇ’s ďoƌdeƌ.  

The passeŶgeƌs, ϭϮϵ ŵales aŶd oŶe feŵale, iŶĐluded ϭϯ ŵiŶoƌs ǁho had ďeeŶ detaiŶed iŶ LiďǇa late last Ǉeaƌ. Most 
of the ϰϬϭ assisted ďǇ IOM ǁeƌe ǁoƌkiŶg iŶfoƌŵallǇ iŶ Tƌipoli uŶil the ŵiddle of last DeĐeŵďeƌ, ǁheŶ theǇ ǁeƌe 
seized iŶ a pƌe-daǁŶ ƌaid oŶ a ĐoŵpouŶd of ďuildiŶgs ǁheƌe ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭ,ϬϬϬ suď-SahaƌaŶ ŵigƌaŶts ǁeƌe liǀiŶg. 
Fƌoŵ Tƌipoli the detaiŶees ǁeƌe takeŶ to a holdiŶg faĐilitǇ iŶ Misƌata, ǁheƌe oŶe of the SeŶegalese ŵigƌaŶts 
ŵaŶaged to ĐoŶtaĐt IOM ǁith a ŵoďile phoŶe he had hiddeŶ ǁheŶ he ǁas aƌƌested. That staƌted a ĐhaiŶ of eǀeŶts 
that led to IOM seĐuƌiŶg the aid of SeŶegal’s MiŶistƌǇ of FoƌeigŶ Afaiƌs, ǁhiĐh helped seĐuƌe tƌaǀel doĐuŵeŶts foƌ 
the detaiŶees ǁho ǀoluŶteeƌed to ƌetuƌŶ to theiƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ. The iƌst light let the aiƌpoƌt at Djeƌďa, TuŶisia, oŶ Ϯϳ 
FeďƌuaƌǇ, folloǁiŶg a Ϯϰ-houƌ jouƌŶeǇ fƌoŵ Misƌata to the LiďǇa-TuŶisia ďoƌdeƌ, theŶ a loŶg ǁait ǁhile authoƌiies 
fƌoŵ ďoth ĐouŶtƌies ƌeǀieǁed the tƌaǀel doĐuŵeŶts of the eǀaĐuees. A seĐoŶd light illed ǁith eǀaĐuees aƌƌiǀed iŶ 
Dakaƌ oŶ ϱ MaƌĐh. 
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